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Appropriation of Guru Purnima: 


Traditionally, Hindus celebrate Guru Purnima to 
mark the birth of Rishi Veda Vyasa on the full moon 
of Asadha month. 


Recently, there has been such digestion of Guru 
Purnima that it is slowly getting divorced from its 


jmaberehbapnele)es 


[Thread | 


Guru Purnima was observed yesterday. 


Most of the India's powerful leaders referred to it as 
the festival of Buddha. Veda-vyasa was not even 


jnateyeumCoyelcrem onrmentevenvme)muatsieee 


In fact, India's President and PM called it 
ms DJatcbunet-loet-lven-metehia 


As per this claim, 1t was on Guru Purnima (full 
moon of Asadha) that Buddha taught his first 


sermon at Sarnath in Varanasi 


Through his first sermon, he is allegorically said to 


Ja¥-hioun MUD walsxe mu aCoMGler-lcqu-LanwelsclOmeymeler-bueer me 


AWelemabacimrs)anelesemicme-li(scel 


a DJ atzbuebect-lerl.e.e-ho)oy-ayeclue-ber- Me) blun- ms 


The question arises: Was Guru Purnima originally 
celebrated for Vyasa? Or Buddha? 


Here is the answer. The Pali canon (Tripitaka) 
DIO) OBO MM sekerehuleyemuctcm Dy-W Meyrmuuen(oemslicerenera 
delivered his first sermon and "turned Dharma 
Chakra" 


It is not mentioned at all in these early texts! 


The day on which Buddha delivered his first 
sermon and "turned the wheel of dharma" is also 
not mentioned in ASvaghosSa's Buddhacarita (early 


2nd century CE). 


When was it first mentioned? And what was the 


day? 


The earliest text that mentions the day on which 
Buddha taught his first sermon is a Buddhist text 


named Mahavastu. 


This text reached its final form between 3rd-4th 


centuries CE. 


According to this text, the day was NOT Asadha 


Purnima/Guru Purnima. 


According to Mahavastu, the "Dharma Chakra day" 
was on the "twelfth day of second fortnight of 
Asadha" 


It was clearly NOT on the Asadha Purnima/Guru 


uabbwennentemercny 


Then’ ° on the twelfth dav of the second fortmeht of the month Asdaha. ¢ Exalted One, after his midday meal, sat down with his 
————— ee , 


face to the east. When the sun's shadow was half a man’s length and the asterism Anuradha i the ascendant. at that mstant he set 


rolling “ the peerless wheel of dharma Now the wheel that exalted Buddhas set rolling 15 not of gold, nor of silver, nor of pearl, nor of 


beryl, nor of crystal, nor of white coral, nor of ruby, (341) nor of brass, nor of copper, nor of bronze, nor of wood, nor of clay. But the 


a 


thrnice-revolved and twelve-fold wheel of dharma consists of the four Aryan truths 


When the stra of “setting the wheel rolling’ was first delivered the venerable Ajmiata Kaundinya acquired the esr ed, unblemished 


clear dharma-insight into things, as did also eighteen Aofis of devas Thee this great earth shook, trembled, quaked, quivered, vibrated 

and rocked in six ways. Itrocked’ ‘ on the right hand, it rocked on the left, it rocked on the left and the night © ke was ee 
thrilling in thas « tials ~ something beautiful. jovful, amiable, exhilarating. refreshing. * cheerful. assu nng. fladdenimg” © causing no 

musg@iving nor fear. For while this great earth quaked, it destroyed no life whatever, whether anumal o1 gine “" And throug zh the power of 


Nagas and Yaksas. And the regions 


the Exalted One an infinite radiance was shed im the world, surpassing the splendour of devas, 
between the worlds, regions wrapped in darkness, regions of blackness wrapped im blackness, 2 i regions, impenetrable, never 
before penetrated, where the moon and sun, splendid and powerful though they be, with all thei | MM diliianice cannot make thei brilliance 
prevail, © wuth all thew light cannot spread them light—these regions became suttused with this radiance. And the beings who had been 
reborn there were able to recognise one another. “Lo’, cred they, “other beings have been reborn here; other beings have been reborn 
here.” Those beings for that moment and for that instant were lapped im entire eere being, even those who had been reborn in the great 


hell of Avici 





Other Buddhist texts also give the same date. 


Infact, Sikkim, which has considerable number of 
Buddhists, officially celebrates this day on fourth of 
Asadha. 


Its name is their language is Drukpa Tsheshi. 


Drukpa means Asadha and Tsheshi means fourth 





https: //sikkim. Sikkim/about- 








Sikkim/festivals-in-sikkim 


Drukpa Tshechi 
Drukpa Tsheshi is celebrated on the 4th day (Tsheshi) of the 6th month (Drukpa) of the Tibetan Calenday, According to the English Calendar, it falls sxnewhere arqumd July oF 


August mach year. 


Coming to the legend behind the festival, it & observed to celebrate Lord Buddha and his first preaching of the Four Noble Truths. This preaching was granted to his five 


disciples at the Deer Park in Sarnath. The frst noble truth acquaints with suffering. The second noble truth acclaims the truth of the origin of suffering, accident, chance 
Iusion aed thelr causes. The third noble truth confirms the termination of suffering o the realization of Nirvana’, The fourth noble truth says about the truth of the Elght 


Feld Path, which eventually leads to Nirvana. 





Thus, it is clear that: 


1) Guru Purnima was celebrated to mark the 
Joybud eKercnr@eyan Acree MA "are-lct-MeyemuaCemalllmeclelovemerhimeye 
Asadha. 


2) Buddha's first sermon was originally celebrated 
on fourth of Asadha. 


3) It continues to be celebrated on this day in places 
like Bhutan and Tibet 


At a later date, Buddha's "Dharmachakra day" was 
(purposefully) juxtaposed with Guru 


Purnima/Vyasa Purnima/Asadha Purnima. 


The appropriation has continued to such an extent 
that Guru Purnima is now being addressed as 


ms DJat-tuent-(Get-leu-Methymcaycremnem ecent.! 


AWabicwe-he)oynejoywe-lulovemeshelcimet-hucmolccsemect-lelomestvany 
centuries ago. When "Dharmachakra day" was 
juxtaposed with Guru Purnima, this tradition was 
also taken to South East Asia. As a result, South 
East Asian countries also celebrate their "dharma 
CE-hYammovemuatcmaull masleleyemeymatc)at-Celer-m 
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